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,P?“R IAEVG International Conference 2024

12-14 November 2024
Jyvaskyla, Finland

Title of the symposium: Symposium 5.2, Wednesday, 13 November 2024

International Study on School-to-Work Transition Support for Vulnerable
Students: Focusing on Students Requiring Language Support

Details of symposium presenter/s

Yuko Ryan?, Chizuru Ishimine?, Shinji Tateishi®, Tetsuo Kyomen?®,
Yuzuka Ashizawa*

! Shizuoka University, Japan, 2Aichi University of Education, Japan,
SUniversity of Tsukuba, Japan, “Tokiwa University, Japan

Details of symposium discussant/s

Asa Sundelin
Stockholm University, Sweden
Symposium abstract:

In recent years, Japan's domestic population, especially the working-age population, has
declined sharply, leading to a severe labor shortage. Against this backdrop, the government
introduced a new policy in 2019 to increase the number of foreign residents working in Japan.
In this social context, it is an important task for Japanese schools to support those with
limited Japanese language skills in their transition to work, and integration into society while
ensuring their opportunities to learn and well-being. This symposium aims to explore effective
approaches to support those vulnerable students in secondary education (ISCED levels 2 and
3) and school dropouts, with a special focus on immigrant and migrant youth requiring
guidance and support in learning the official language.The presenters will achieve this goal
through an international comparative analysis of four countries: Japan, France, England, and
the USA. This study is a part of a research project funded by the Japan Society for the
Promotion of Science as a Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (Kakenhi A: Research number
20H00093; Project Leader: Fujita Teruyuki, Professor at University of Tsukuba).

Key practices Japan could consider to address current challenges include strategies for
integrating newly arrived immigrant students into mainstream education, as well as providing
specialised support and connecting these students with relevant institutions.

Presentation abstract:

1. JAPAN:
As of 2021, 16,018 foreign students in public secondary schools required Japanese
instruction, up 13% from 2018. The progression rate was 51.8% in high school, with a
dropout rate of 6.7% and a non-regular employment rate of 39.0% (MEXT 2022). MEXT
guidelines task principals with special curricula, language teachers, and individual plans.
While challenges persist, including a lack of compulsory education for foreign students,
personnel and budget shortages, and limited support from external agencies, especially
for high-risk students.



2. FRANCE:
In FY2020, France received 64,564 newcomer students, with 70% enrolled in the
pedagogical unit for newcomer students (UPE2A). UPE2A collaborates with career
guidance centres (CIO) to address students’ diverse needs. Additionally, the Vocational
Preparation Class supports struggling students, including immigrants, in their final year of
lower secondary school. It offers 180 hours of vocational discovery and 36 hours of
career guidance annually, with 85% of these students entering vocational or
comprehensive upper secondary schools.

3. ENGLAND:
In 2022, 20.2% of pupils aged 5-16 in England were English as an Additional Language
(EAL) learners. EAL teachers, coordinators, and assistants provide support both inside and
outside classrooms, but the level of assistance varies across schools. EAL students face
challenges in GCSEs and post-16 choices, often worsened by factors such as Special
Educational Needs (SEN) and socio-economic deprivation. In Alternative Provision (AP),
EAL students are at a higher risk of poor academic outcomes and becoming NEETs.

4. THE UNITED STATES (OHIO):
Teachers in Ohio work to ensure flexible career options for students, addressing barriers
to equal access for vulnerable groups. In the Southwestern City School District (SWCSD),
the Southwestern Career Academy provides special support for English as a Second
Language (ESL) students, including specialised reading classes to help them understand
technical materials in vocational courses. Since their families have a strong influence on
the students' career choices, SWCSD develops a support network for ESL students and
their families.

Symposium keywords:

vulnerable youth, limited language skills, migrant students, international
comparison
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